
Literature: suggested reading 

Most of what I talk about in the ten lectures of this course is derived from my 500 pages 
book Svalbards historie (‘The history of Svalbard’) from 2003 (latest edition: Fagbokforlaget, 
2007 ISBN: 9788251918510). It is in Norwegian only, and there really is no similar 
‘textbook’ in English for this course. If you do not read Norwegian, you must seek knowledge 
from different sources. A bare minimum would be to read my 95 pages, somewhat dated 
booklet A Short History of Svalbard from 1989 (Norsk Polarinstitutt, Polarhåndbok nr. 4, 
2nd ed. 1994). It is out of print, but the UNIS library holds a dozen copies or you can read 
it online from the National Library, provided you use a computer with a Norwegian IP 
address. There are suggestions for further reading after each chapter and also a bibliography. 
To supplement this, I have provided some suggestions below. 

You are responsible yourself for finding adequate literature to fill the required amount of 
reading (ca. 250 pages). Apart from UNIS’ own library, the Public Library in Longyearbyen 
(in Næringsbygget) has a good collection of polar and Svalbard literature. A lot of quality 
assured information (in Norwegian) on polar history and references to literature can be found 
on the website polarhistorie.no. 
 
Some good sources: 

• E-A Drivenes & H.D. Jølle (eds.) 2006: Into the Ice. The History of Norway and the 
Polar Regions. This an abbreviated edition in English of the 3 vols. standard work Norsk 
Polarhistorie, which is also available for digital reading. The work contains many 
chapters on or relevant to Svalbard's history. 

• Vaughan 1999. Richard Vaughan: The Arctic. A History. Paperback or hardcover edition 
1999-2007, Sutton Publishing (can be ordered new or used from Amazon UK for around £ 
10). A few chapters pertaining to Svalbard. 

• Sysselmannen (the Governor of Svalbard) has published two useful booklets on the 
history and cultural heritage of Longyearbyen and Ny-Ålesund written by Per Kyrre 
Reymert. Both are available on Sysselmannen's website. 

• Arctic Human DevelopmentReport (2004) contains much relevant information on the 
circumpolar Arctic. The various chapters can be downloaded here.  

• Unveiling the Arctic, special issue of Arctic vol. 37, no 4 (1984) is available online from 
JSTOR (UNIS has access). Here are many interesting papers relevant to the history of 
Svalbard. Previous issues of the journal Arctic can be freely downloaded here. Below are 
some examples of interesting articles: 

o B. Nelson 1993: Airships in the Arctic (PDF). Arctic, vol. 46, no. 4 (1993)  
o L. Hacquebord 1991: Five Early European Winterings in the Arctic (1596–

1635): A Comparison (PDF). Arctic, vol. 44, no. 2 (1991)  
o M.E. Jasinski 1991: Russian Hunters on Svalbard and the Polar Winter (PDF). 

Arctic, vol. 44, no. 2 (1991)  
o Barr 1988: The Helgoland Expedition to Svalbard: Die Deutsche Expedition in 

das Nordliche Eismeer, 1898 (Links to an external site.) (PDF). Arctic, vol. 41, 
no. 3 (1988)  

o R. Thompson, 1953: Oxford Expeditions to Nordaustlandet (North East Land), 
Spitsbergen (PDF). Arctic, vol. 6, no. 3 (1953)  

• A bibliography of relevant Svalbard literature can be downloaded here (PDF, 
from Svalbards historie). Also, check out the public library in Longyearbyen which has a 
good collection, the UNIS library or Svalbard Museum’s bookstore.  

https://www.fagbokforlaget.no/Svalbards-historie/I9788251918510
https://www.fagbokforlaget.no/Svalbards-historie/I9788251918510
http://www.nb.no/nbsok/nb/3c6f9843f3cd6888d053dde099e6d7c8.nbdigital?lang=no#0
https://polarhistorie.no/index_html.html
https://issuu.com/polarhistorie/docs/intotheice_del1
https://issuu.com/polarhistorie/docs/intotheice_del1
https://polarhistorie.no/seksjoner/Bokserien.html
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Arctic-Richard-Vaughan/dp/0750946512/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1199443621&sr=1-12
https://www.sysselmannen.no/contentassets/bc51823074cc440f90894ba798f26a82/gamlelongyearbyen_eng__120114.pdf
https://www.sysselmannen.no/contentassets/225d990d15ff47a58050a1aa4948ed7b/ny_aalesund_hefte_eng.pdf
https://www.sysselmannen.no/en/publications/booklets-and-publications/
http://www.thearctic.is/AHDR%20chapters.htm
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40022291
https://arctic.ucalgary.ca/arctic-journal-contents
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol46_no3_Nelson.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol44_no2_Hacquebord.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol44_no2_Hacquebord.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol44_no2_Jasinski.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol41_no3_Barr.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol41_no3_Barr.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol41_no3_Barr.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol6_no3_Thompson.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Arctic_vol6_no3_Thompson.pdf
http://www.unis.no/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Svalbard_bibliography.pdf


• Statistics Norway (StatistiskSentralbyrå) has issued a very useful collection of Svalbard 
statistics in English and Norwegian 

• The Norwegian Polar Institute offers an online version of its Cruise Handbook for 
Svalbard, which contains short essays on history and cultural monuments connected to 
different areas on the archipelago. 

 
 

https://www.ssb.no/en/svalbard
https://www.ssb.no/en/svalbard
http://cruise-handbook.npolar.no/en/index.html
http://cruise-handbook.npolar.no/en/index.html
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