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That’s me, happy and round-faced as I am, on the top of Trollstein mountain, less 
than an hour of walk from my dormitory. I have a flare gun on my side. 

I am a five-year student of the Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology, which is 
situated, surprisingly enough, in Moscow.  In 2018 I suddenly turned into a Bachelor 
in physics and math with a specialization in oceanography.  As long as I can 
remember myself, I was keen on nature sciences and seas and far-away places, and 
the Arctic is of particular interest for me. Therefore I was excited to find out that my 
home university is a partner to a university center enabling its students to go 
directly to the Arctic and taste and feel it with their own hands. Just at the edge of 
the world! Of course I didn’t hesitate to apply. Cold never bothered me anyway! 
©Frozen 

My main purpose for coming was to try myself in a new field closely related to what 
I am going to deal with in future (hopefully).  Another big point was to get a close 
look into a foreign educational system and local life and, of course, to make new 
acquaintances among  science-people from different countries. Looking back at all 
the experience I got during those 1,5 months I would say that it overcame all of my 



expectations. I am exceptionally glad to have had such a period in my life and 
grateful to AOCEC project and personally to Aleksey and Nataly Marchenko for the 
chance to go for it. Now I am considering doing my Master thesis with UNIS, which 
speaks for itself. 

The course included three parts: Hydrodynamics, Ice Mechanics and Probabilistic 
Approach, all different and not really connected to each other. Some of the things 
explained in the lectures were familiar to me, some were not, but I had enough 
background knowledge to manage it and not to get lost. Having lectures in English 
was a new experience for me, but it was not too difficult either. 

The first two parts of the course included Labworks and Fieldworks, which I liked 
most. In my opinion, it is extremely important to get some first-hand experience of 
conducting research “in field” in addition to flat theory.  

Our class consisted of 10 people, including 4 Russians, 3 Germans, 2 Norwegians 
and 1 Canadian. At the beginning of the course we were divided into groups of 3-4 
people, and each group was supposed to prepare a report with all the results from 
the labworks and fieldworks.  

  

Fieldwork. How many scientists do you need to break a cantilever beam? 



For housing there were two alternatives to choose from. Sjøskrenten is only about 
300 meters far from UNIS, it is bigger and more comfortable. However, I chose the 
further one, Nybyen, which is at the very edge of the city, so it takes about 35 
minutes to walk to UNIS and even more to come back. Many students buy bikes and 
then sell them away when they are ready to leave, so it is quite common for a bike, 
or a rifle, or a snowmobile to change owners once in a half-year. I liked my 
dormitory. It was quiet and cosy and the kitchens not as large as in Sjøskrenten let 
you make friends among your neighbors. Those appeared to be really nice people, 
and we spent evenings chatting or watching movies together. It seems that the more 
friends you have, the more interesting the life in Longyearbyen can be. At least you 
do need a company to get a rifle and go for a hike out of the city – and there are 
dozens of places worth hiking to! And it is of no doubt extremely interesting to talk 
with people of different cultures and languages, improving your English (and other 
languages) and broadening your horizons at the same time. 

 

Weird enough, my dormitory really felt like home 

There are a lot of opportunities to entertain yourself in the spare time. Apart from 
chatting and hiking mentioned above, you can for example visit the local gym or 



sport hall. Almost every week people play Frisbee, volleyball and kayak-polo there 
and that is for free. You can take some gear from the Student Equipment and go 
skiing to a glacier.  Every Friday there is a so-called Friday gathering at UNIS 
canteen, which includes beer and sidre, communicating and sometimes quizzes. 
Sometimes students make smaller parties in their kitchens. For a quiet evening you 
can borrow some board games at UNIS library. I got a chance to work for several 
days at UNIS 25th Anniversary and even got paid for it, although it was a huge fun on 
its own and volunteered for the Dark Season Blues Festival. And we also saw some 
polar lights in clear nights.  

 

Attending to a blues concert in one of Longyearbyen’s pubs 

Actually, there was literally no time to get bored, and I simply loved that way of life 
with all the studying, the research atmosphere, the amazing people I met and the 
opportunities for development and having fun. And I am looking forward to getting 
back! 


