
 
 

UNIS and The Arctic Safety Centre invites you to: 

Avalanche awareness – a seminar on how to avoid avalanche risk 

This public seminar is meant for those of you that want to avoid exposing yourself to avalanche risk, and 
travel safely in the Svalbard nature. The content in the seminar is not made for people who take a 
calculated risk by climbing or skiing steep mountain sides, or driving snowmobiles in avalanche prone 
terrain. 

Focus areas:  

- What do you need to know before you go out?  
- How to read and use the terrain to travel safe 
- How to avoid human errors 

Speakers:  
Martin Indreiten, Section leader, Operations & Field Safety, UNIS 
Holt Hancock, PhD candidate in snow science, UNIS 

Time: 7 February 19:00–22:00  
Venue:  Møysalen, UNIS 

 

Biohazards in the Arctic:  
 

Polar bears and safety 

Time: 14 February 19:00–22:00  
Venue:  Møysalen, UNIS 

Jon Aars, the Norwegian Polar Institute:  
Biology and research 

Magnus Andersen, the Norwegian Polar Institute:  
Safety issues 

Representatives from the Governor of Svalbard:  
Local management and regulations 
 



 
 

Parasitic and viral diseases in Svalbard 

Time: 15 February 19:00–21:30  
Venue:  Møysalen, UNIS 

Mads Forchhammer, UNIS:  
Climate warming – Residents and tourists in the Arctic communities at increased risk of contracting 
diseases transmitted by wildlife? 

Eva Fuglei, the Norwegian Polar Institute: 
History and epidemic of zoonoses in Svalbard 

Torill Mørk, the Norwegian Veterinary Institute: 
Zoonotic diseases in Svalbard 

 

Polar bear safety: Practical exercises 

Time: 16 February 18:30–21:30 
Venue:  Shooting range 

The trip to the shooting range has limited capacity (50 persons) and registration (first come, first serve) 
will be done on the seminars 14 and 15 February. This is not a shooting course; all participants must 
already know how to handle a rifle properly. Participants must have their own transportation to and 
from the shooting range. 

 

 

Welcome! 

 

The seminars are free of charge. The lectures will be in English. 
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